[The experience of the use of intracardiac echocardiography during puncture of atrial septum].
We analyzed results of 175 intracardiac ultrasound studies (ICUS) in 113 men (mean age 54,6 +/- 11,0 years) and 62 women (mean age 49,7 +/- 8,9 years) with atrial fibrillation (n=146) and WPW syndrome (n=29). ICUS was used for guidance of catheters or electrodes from right to left atrium through atrial septum in 160 procedures of radiofrequency ablations for atrial fibrillation (n=146) or WPW syndrome (n=14). Complications of transseptal puncture developed in 4 patients (2,7%) with atrial fibrillation. There were no procedure related deaths. In all cases ICUS allowed to visualize interatrial septum and its thinnest part. Thus ICUS facilitates transseptal approach to the left atrium, provides lowering of risk of dangerous complications, and allows real time monitoring of possible intraprocedural complications.